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to go there? How should we live when we have
v>
goner
"Belle," hazarded auntie.
"She wouldn't. Besides, she may have gone to
England herself."
"Rosa, it's Stephen who should help us. Stephen
should provide for his child."
"Stephen! If you tell one word of this to
Stephen I shall kill myself. You hear me, auntie
I mean it. You must promise me. Promise me you
won't speak to anyone, I shall manage it myself.
Promise, auntie. Haven't I shame enough,
already?"
"It's your father who is to blame," said auntie,
with sudden conviction, when she had soothed her.
"For where else did he get the money? It was your
father who took the cheque. Fm sure of it."
"Then he must go to Stephen and tell him. He
must tell him that I didn't do it," cried Rosa
wildly.
"That would be bad, to let your father take the
blame."
"Why should I suffer for a cheat? Why should
I be called a cheat for him?"
"Children have to suffer for their fathers,
Rosa," said auntie. "You know we are taught that
from the beginning,"
"It doesn't matter," she said, sinking down on
the pillow; "it wasn't only the cheque, I see that
now. It wasn't only the cheque, or father, or all
of you. I made it impossible myself, all the
time."